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         WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. John W. Olver (D-1st District) today said that planning is nearly complete for the 2003 1st District of Massachusetts Business Leaders Conference to be held Thursday, September 18, in Washington, D.C. The Business Leaders Conference is a bi-annual gathering of representatives from Chambers of Commerce and businesses from across western and central Massachusetts. The conference is designed to allow business leaders to talk first-hand with Administration officials, legislators and national policy leaders about crucial laws and policies that affect local business.

         "The agenda is set and speakers are confirmed," Olver said. "We're now working on final logistics for this exciting event."

         "Historic changes are occurring in Washington that will have a direct impact on the economy and local businesses in the 1st District of Massachusetts. Now more than ever, we need to help our businesses become competitive in the evolving global economy," Olver continued.

         Olver's day-long conference will focus on "Making Business Work in an Uncertain Economy" and will mark his fifth bi-annual conference since Olver first came to Congress in 1991. In addition to breakfast, a working luncheon and a networking reception, the day will include panel discussions on economic issues including:

         Transportation as a Key to Economic Development by Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta

         Manufacturing Growth: Challenges and Opportunities by Deputy Secretary of Commerce Samuel W. Bodman

         An Insiders View of Politics and the Economy by Gene B. Sperling, former Economic Advisor to President Clinton

         Navigating the Roadmap to Peace in the Middle East by U.S. Department of State Spokesman Philip T. Reeker 

         The Business of Health Care by Senator Edward Kennedy

         Our Armed Forces and the Workforce by Senator Hillary Clinton 

         Outlook on the Economy by House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi 

         Linking Interest Rates to the Deficit by Congressman Barney Frank

         Fighting Identity Theft by National Consumers League Vice President for Public Policy Susan Grant

         Olver is currently working with 1st District Chambers of Commerce, industry leaders and business groups to encourage participation. Doris Ransford, President of the Greater Holyoke Chamber, is coordinating travel arrangements and registration for all participants in western and central Massachusetts.

         "The conference's biggest value is the interaction business people will have with national leaders, which is an opportunity they would not have otherwise," Ransford said. "It brings the national scene to our local level. We feel as if we have input in government and can express our opinions and problems to people who have the power to solve them. There is an outstanding line-up of speakers proposed for this year with appropriate and timely topics."

         ###
For more information, contact Doris Ransford at the Chamber at 413-534-3376 or Nicole Letourneau in Olver's DC Office at 202-225-5335.

 1 / 1


